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NEWS
New Covent Garden Market
blooms in first half of 2017
2017 has already been a year of achievement
and progress for the market redevelopment.

Flower Market entrance

IN BRIEF
Flower Market Opens
Explore the essence of the new Flower
Market in pictures

The centrepiece of the market, the new Flower
Market opened its doors for trading on 3 April
2017. After completing construction in January this
year, flower wholesalers moved their businesses
to their new home on Nine Elms lane.

Community Matters
Events that bring the market to the
community that surrounds it

The Food Exchange continues to take shape,
the new road network has been successfully
completed and the Fruit and Vegetable Market
loading docks are finished.
Spring and Summer have also seen a great array
of events which aim to bring the ethos of the
market to the local community. Read more about
the Vegetable Orchestra on Edible Avenue and
the screening of films spanning over 50 years
of Memories of the Market overleaf.
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Memories of the Market
Remembering the past and looking
forward to the future of the market
Traders open the Flower Market
The Food Exchange progresses

Most recently the Trade Open Day on 28
June for trade and businesses celebrated the
achievements on the site so far and looked to the
future of the market.

visit www.newcoventgardensites.com
for an overview of the project and further info on the individual construction phases.

CONTACT DETAILS
For specific information and feedback
concerning construction activity on the
market site please contact:
email: ncgm-vcuk-liaison@4projectsmail.com
or tel: 07767 006599

The Market That Flowers London

Community Matters: Chelsea Fringe
The Chelsea Fringe Festival offered a great opportunity for New Covent Garden
Market to share its love of fresh produce with the wider community. The Festival
celebrates flowers, gardens and gardeners so we followed suit with our very own
green events.

The opening of the new Flower Market
on 3 April was an historic, exciting and
vibrant day for all involved.
The energy, spirit and community of the old
market have certainly been carried over
with the produce into the fresher, brighter,
cooler space.
The new site is both artificially lit to 500 lux
at floor level and naturally lit by overhead
rooflights, meaning the flowers look even
more vivid as you walk into the market.
Visiting flower traders can be heard
remarking that the flowers look more
beautiful than ever.

Resident florists also took their posts in the
brand new workshop area on the first floor.
Along with the addition of the built in cafe
and covered loading bays, the new market
feels fit for purpose in every way.
The Flower Market caters for 75% of
London’s florists and opens for business
Mon-Sat 4am to 10am although some,
mainly sundries and plant wholesalers,
stay open slightly later.

The London Vegetable Orchestra delighted an
audience on Thessaly Road with their all-veg
ensemble on Saturday 20 May.
VINCI St. Modwen (VSM) organised the free
performances at the Rose Centre and along
the market’s boundary wall which was recently
transformed into Nine Elms’ own Edible Avenue.
An interactive workshop preceded the
performance where attendees could make their
own vegetable instruments and learn to play them
with the help of the talented London Vegetable
Orchestra members. The vegetables used in the
workshop were donated by the wholesalers from
the Fruit and Vegetable Market itself.

The gardening group at the Rose Centre,
The Potting Shed, continues to grow as more
members of the community join the club.
For the Chelsea Fringe, the Potting Shed ran a
Kokedama session, where you create your own
hanging plant display using the Japanese moss
ball technique.
Come along and meet our Community Gardener
Sue Sheehan and Potting Shed members
at either the Rose Centre at Ascalon Street,
Battersea, SW8 4DL or at St George’s Primary
School on Thessaly Road every Wednesday
from 6-8pm.
Residents and visitors to the area can join in at
any time so come and get your hands dirty!
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Memories of the Market
On 7 June VINCI St. Modwen
and Covent Garden Market
Authority invited people from all
parts of the community to enjoy
a screening of documentaries
about the market.
Held at the Lost Theatre, a
stone’s throw away from the
market, the screening consisted
of a collection of films about the
traders, florists and architects
involved in the market’s evolution.
The films were made by local
Filmmakers, Chocolate Films.
A Q&A followed with the
filmmakers, developers and
a photographer who has
captured the market, which
you can watch here:
© Clive Boursnell

www.newcoventgardensites.com/
For more information on the
film and future screenings of
Memories of the Market, please
contact Chocolate Films:
info@chocolatefilms.com
© Clive Boursnell

On one sunny morning at 5am in
1968 when Clive Boursnell took his
first photograph of Covent Garden
Market, he didn’t appreciate how
much his future would be intertwined
with the history of the site.
From its original home in Covent
Garden to its new, 21st Century
iteration in Nine Elms, Clive
has documented the market’s
evolution; its architecture, its
produce, but most of all its people.
“I was attracted by the hustle and
the bustle, the people and the
banter and the criss-crossing of
goods,” he recalls.
Clive is now a fixture of the
scenery at the market, but the

traders weren’t always as fond
of him as they are today. He
remembers standing, dazed, on
his first visit to the market, when
a huge truck sounded its horn
and from a cab window the driver
shouted: “Wake up dreamer boy!”
His collection depicts the eccentric
characters and the kaleidoscope of
colours but also captures the quiet
moments when the sun first spills
through the windows as trading starts.
When asked if, as he first set foot
into the market, he knew then
that this would be the source of a
lifetime’s work, he responds:
“Not in the slightest. But it’s been
an extraordinary journey and I’ve
loved every minute of it.”

For an overview of the project visit:

Clive will continue to photograph
the market in its new home, and
beyond. His 2017 photos will soon
induce nostalgia too, he promises,
like those of the people and carts
of the ‘70s.
“Continually look for whatever
you think is ordinary and boring,
then shoot it. Because tomorrow
it will be gone, and it will become
unbelievably extraordinary.”
To watch the Chocolate
Films short on Clive’s
stunning photography of the
Market, go to:
www.newcoventgardensites.com/
Clive answering questions
at the film event

www.newcoventgardensites.com

